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HIGH PEAK BOROUGH COUNCIL

Report to the Executive Councillor for Finance & Operational Services

11th April 2019

1.       Reason for the Report

1.1   The purpose of the report is to seek approval to refurbish Whitfield Recreation 
Ground Play Area

2. Recommendation

2.1 It is recommended that approval is given to:

 Refurbish Whitfield Recreation Ground Play Area.
 Funds to be utilised from the Council’s Capital Programme for Play 

Facilities to expedite the refurbishment of the Play Area. 

3. Executive Summary

3.1 Whitfield Recreation Ground play area is a large open space with play facilities 
for both toddlers and juniors that are well used by the local community that it 
serves.

3.2 All of the play equipment on the site has been installed for a considerable 
number of years. In May 2018 the predominant feature on the site, a large 
multi-activity unit was removed as a result of serious public safety concerns. 
The remaining equipment is deteriorating and has little play value. As a matter 
of urgency the site needs significant investment to refurbish the play area.

3.3 In comparison with other sites that have recently been refurbished a cost of 
£45,000 is considered to be a realistic amount to improve the site.
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3.4 Approximately £33,000 of S106 contribution is allocated for Whitfield 
Recreation Ground from a development at Charlestown Works, Glossop. The 
trigger point for the release of the funds has not yet been reached (10% 
occupancy) there is also currently some uncertainty as to when this point will 
be reached.

3.5 It is therefore proposed that £45,000 funding for this project will be met from 
the Council’s Capital Programme for Play Facilities, this capital pot currently 
amounts to £76,805 with anticipated draw on the funds in 2020/21. Thus 
enabling the refurbishment works to commence as soon as possible. The 
S106 monies will then be used to replenish £33,000 of the total of funds used; 
meaning the Councils contribution to the project will amount to circa £12,000.

3.6 Initial consultation with the People of Whitfield group and the wider community 
of Whitfield has already identified that there is an urgent need to refurbish the 
play area. The group are fully supportive of the project and will continue to 
work with us to achieve a new play area for the site. This may also include 
some local fund raising to support the project, although it is recognised that 
such activities will be limited resulting in councils funds being required.

4. How this report links to Corporate Priorities 

4.1 The refurbishment of the play area will contribute towards ensuring that the 
Council continues to protect and improve the environment through the 
provision of quality open spaces.

5. Options and Analysis

5.1 There are two options available to the Council:

1. Install new play equipment replacing the current equipment which is of poor 
quality and nearing the end of its life. The installation will enable us to work 
closely with the local community and provide a facility to encourage children to 
play locally, ultimately raising the Council’s profile. Recommended. 

2. To do nothing - the existing play equipment is old, has little play value and 
has reached the end of its serviceable life. If left and allowed to deteriorate 
further the play area will fall into decline preventing children from playing 
locally, which will have a negative impact on the Council’s commitment to 
protect and improve the environment  and providing quality open spaces (not 
recommended).

6. Implications

6.1 Community Safety - (Crime and Disorder Act 1998)
This project will actively involve the People of Whitfield community 
group and the wider local community. This positive contribution will 
create a sense of ownership which potentially reduces anti social 
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behaviour activities.

6.2 Workforce
HPBC Project Officers will lead the delivery of this project in 
partnership with the People of Whitfield. The site is owned and 
managed by HPBC and will continue to be inspected and 
maintained by the operational team. 

6.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment
Consideration will be given to ensure that wherever possible any 
new facilities or equipment will be inclusive for all. 

6.4 Financial Considerations
It is proposed that £45,000 funding for this project will be met from 
the Council’s Capital Programme for Play Facilities (c. £76,805 with 
anticipated draw on the funds in 2020-21). S106 monies estimated 
to be received of £33,000 will be used to replenish some of the 
funds used; meaning the Councils contribution to the project will 
amount to circa £12,000

6.5 Legal
The occupancy of 10% of the dwellings at Charlestown Works will 
trigger the release of circa £33,000 S106 contributions.

6.6 Sustainability
Not applicable

6.7 Internal and External Consultation
Initial consultation has been conducted with the People of Whitfield 
and the wider community of Whitfield. If the project is approved 
further extensive consultation will be conducted with the community 
and other key partners.

6.8 Risk Assessment
The Council has a responsibility to ensure that facilities are safe for 
the public to use. The urgent removal of the multi activity unit has 
highlighted the responsibility the Council has to public safety at this 
site. An assessment of the remaining play equipment indicates that 
the Council should take action to refurbish the play area before the 
remaining play equipment reaches the end of its serviceable life.

ANDREW P STOKES
Executive Director (Transformation) & Chief Finance Officer

Web Links and
Background Papers

Location Contact details

None
Nicola Kemp
Head of Service 
Commissioning
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7. Background and Detail

7.1 Whitfield Recreation Ground play area is a key recreational open space in the 
Whitfield Ward which has play facilities for both toddlers and juniors that are 
well used by the local community of Whitfield

7.2  In May 2018 the multi activity play unit on the site had deteriorated to such an 
extent that it presented serious safety concerns to the public. As a result of 
these concerns the unit was dismantled and removed from site.

7.3 The remaining play equipment on the site has been in place for a considerable 
number of years, has little play value and is approaching the end of its 
serviceable life  

7.4 To ensure continued public safety and quality provision of play value for the 
community of Whitfield it is recognised that there is an urgent need for 
significant investment to refurbish the play area. In comparison with other sites 
that have recently been refurbished a cost of £45,000 is considered to be a 
realistic amount to improve the site.

7.5 With restricted revenue budgets there are insufficient funds to support 
investment of this nature and there is therefore a need to explore external 
funding sources. In recent years external funding has been a valuable means 
of securing funds for improvements at play sites across the Alliance. 
Unfortunately, research suggests that opportunities for significant external 
funding in this particular location are not available.

7.6 Further to an approved planning application HPK/2013/0597 for a 
development at Charlestown Works, Charlestown, Glossop a section 106 
(S106) agreement (dated 13th March 2014) refers to a play space contribution 
for refurbishment (including the purchase of new equipment) at Whitfield 
Recreation Ground, Glossop.  The contribution in respect of this is expected to 
be circa £33,000; however, this will only be realised prior to Occupation of 
10% of the dwellings. 

7.7 Whilst the S106 agreement will ultimately benefit the play area, at this stage it 
is unclear when the trigger point to release the funds will be reached.  It is 
therefore proposed that funds will initially be sourced from capital funds 
amounting to £76,805 allocated for play and replenished with the S106 monies 
once released. The anticipated draw on the funds has been budgeted to occur 
in 2020-21

7.8 Initial public consultation for this project has firmly identified that there is an 
urgent need for the play area to be refurbished. The People of Whitfield and 
wider local community are fully supportive of a project to improve the play 
area. Throughout the coming months as this project develops the People of 
Whitfield group, any other key partners identified and the wider local 
community of Whitfield will be offered the opportunity to be fully involved at all 
stages of the projects development.
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